Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.106; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.3.
Related literature
For an alternative preparative method for the title compound, see : Browne & Polya (1968) . For the potential bioinorganic applications of 1,2,4-triazole derivatives, see: Bohm & Karow (1981) ; Bahel et al. (1984) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 2, (Bohm & Karow, 1981; Bahel, et al., 1984) . The preparation of the title compound has been reported previously (Browne & Polya, 1968) , but its crystal structure has not yet been reported. Thus we report here the structure (Fig. 1 ) of the title compound obtained using an alternative method. 
N-(

Experimental
A mixture of 1,2-di-2-pyridyl-ethane-dione (0.2122 g, 1 mmol), 5-amino-1,2,4-triazole (0.1682 g, 2 mmol) and methanol (20 ml) was refluxed at 343 K for three hours. It was then filtered and the filtrate was left at ambient temperature to evaporate for three days, yielding crystals of the product. The overall yield is 70%. Elemental analysis for C 8 H 7 N 5 , calculated: C 55. 48, H 4.07, N 40.44%; found: C 55.12, H 4.35, N 40.82% .
Refinement
H atoms on the N atoms were located in an electron density map and and allowed to ride on the N atoms with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (N). H atoms on the carbon atoms were placed at calculated positions (C-H = 0.93 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-numbering scheme and 30% displacement ellipsoids.
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